
Common Council Meeting Minutes 

April 21, 2026 

Approved 
Call to Order at 7:00 pm  

 

Roll Call: Present: Peterson, Baeseman, Jefferson, and Lindemann Absent: Madden 

Also in attendance City Administrator Geena Skowronski, Mayor Karen Sparling, Mayor Elect Eric Thompson, 

Clerk Lynn Thorson, Kari Preuss, librarian, Matt and Rob from MSA.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Recognition of elected mayor and alderpersons who have been administered the oath who then took their spots with 

the council for the meeting. Mayor Eric Thompson, Alderperson District 2-Todd Lindemann, Alderperson District 

4-Craig Baeseman, and Alderperson District 5-Karen Sparling. 

 

Lindemann/Jefferson motion to appoint Carlton Peterson as the Council President. All ayes. Carried. 

 

Baeseman/Peterson motion to approve minutes from March 10, 2026, and March 30, 2026. All ayes. Carried.  

 

Public Comment: Jim Garvin thanked the council for their hard work and hours spent. Asked the council to consider 

updating the A1-Agricultural Zoning Ordinances. Jared Johns asked the council to be placed on the agenda for the 

next meeting and to have an additional item of the April 2026 Spring Election to be placed on the next agenda as 

well. Ross Springer of Midwest Patch presented information on patch sealing and pothole filling. He uses a spray 

injection patching that lasts 4-7 years. Price is 407.00 a ton. 

 

Mayor: Mayor presented his committee, board and commission appointments. 

Baeseman/Lindemann motion to approve the reappointment of Rebecca Rishards-Bria as the city attorney for two 

more years.  All ayes. Carried. 

Baeseman/Jefferson motion to approve the Juneau County Star Times as the official newspaper. All ayes. Carried. 

Council Comments: Beverly Walter contacted Bill Jefferson about trees. Wanted to see if the city is interested in a 

big planting and she would share the cost. Baeseman mentioned the presence of silt fence left over from the County 

O project.  Asking when it will be removed. Geena will talk to Travis. 

 

Mayor calls to order the public hearing to consider a multiple dog license for Haylee Connelly.  

Jefferson/Lindemann motion to approve the Multiple Dog License for Haylee Connelly. Roll call. All ayes. Carried. 

 

Rob Uphoff and Matt Castillo with MSA gave a presentation on the wastewater treatment facility preliminary 

design. 

 

Peterson/Sparling motion to approve the MSA Professional Services Agreement for 2026 General Engineering 

Services. Roll call. All ayes. Carried. 

 

Jodeen Grawin updated the council on her progress with the home at 513 Academy St. Put in a beam and post for 

support from where wall was removed, bank loan is approved, getting another plumbing bid, tore down garage, 

removed trees, new windows, BORN Construction contracted to do the new roof, Shaw is doing the electric. 

Council mentioned roof should be a priority.  Council tabled for 6 more months and will revisit progress then. 

 

Librarian Kari Preuss gave the library’s annual report.  

 

Geena updated Miller Rd project. We have received MSID funding. Will also used ARPA funds. Will need to go out 

for bids and will need a special meeting. 

 

Peterson/Sparling motion to approve the final request to discontinue CDBG-RLF housing program-State 

Requirement. Funds will still be available at a regional level. Roll call. All ayes. Carried. 

 



Lindemann/Peterson motion to approve a burn permit for 709 Western Avenue. All ayes. Carried. 

 

Lindemann/Sparling motion to approve the annual 1,000 donation to the Elroy Fair. Roll call. All ayes. Carried. 

 

Discussion of Zoning Code-Title 10-Chapter 5. There will be an ordinance meeting soon to review.  Look into other 

community’s ordinances. 

 

Sparling/Lindemann motion to approve expenditures. Roll call. All ayes. Carried. 

 

Administrator’s Report: Park plan-fix baby pool, splash pad, fair board asked for tractor pull area changes—move 

announcers stand, scale pad, Brian Brown gave notice that he is quitting, will hire his position, 3-4 bids for cemetery 

mowing have been received, summer hire applications have come in, going to attend the league summer conference, 

working with school safe routes to school grant, ordinance updates. 

CDA-None 

Finance/Personnel-None 

Ordinance-Met and discussed possible changes. 

Parks-Met but need a follow-up meeting. 

Streets-Met but need a follow up meeting. 

Utility-Electric rate case by August 2026, Wisconic bankruptcy-may go through a reorganization, sewer treatment 

upgrade funds applied for-is in the 2nd level of review-one of 20 projects being considered for funding, storm 

response from all city employees was amazing.  

Fire/Ambulance-Pay the bills meeting. 

Library- Kari gave annual report. 

Police- None. 

 

Next meeting dates:  

Open Book May 6, 2026 12-2 p.m. 

Council Meeting May 12, 2026 

Board of Review May 13, 2026 5-7 p.m. 

Peterson/Sparling motion to adjourn at 8:35pm.  All ayes. Carried. 

             

Lynn Thorson, Clerk      

 


